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SUBJECT: ADB ANNUAL MEETING, APRIL 24-26 
REF: (A) STATE 70314, (B) WELLINGTON 916 

1 . GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND WOULD VERY MUCH LIKE TO 
HAVE BILATERAL MEETING WITH SECRETARY BLUMENTHAL DURING 
FORTHCOMING ADB MEETING IN VIENNA. PREFERRED TIME WOULD 
BE 2:30 TO 4:00 P.M. EITHER THE AFTERNOON OF MONDAY, 

APRIL 24, OR TUESDAY, APRIL 25. 

2. QUESTIONS WHICH THE NEW ZEALANDERS WILL WANT TO 
RAISE WITH THE SECRETARY WILL INCLUDE NEW ZEALAND AND 
AUSTRALIAN REPRESENTATION ON THE EXECUTIVE BOARDS OF 
THE IMF AND IBRD (REF. B) AND U.S. THINKING ON THE 
POSITION OF THE DOLLAR. 

3. PRESENT PLANNING IS FOR NEW ZEALAND DELEGATION TO 
BE HEADED BY MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PRIME MINISTER 
MULDOON, SUPPORTED BY SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY NOEL 
LOUGH. 
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4. COMMENT: DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL THAT NEW ZEALANDERS 
HAD REQUESTED ECONOMIC CONSULTATIONS BE HELD BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES THIS YEAR, BUT THAT WE FELT SUCH 
TALKS WERE NOT NECESSARY GIVEN RECENT HIGH-LEVEL VISITS 
TO BOTH WASHINGTON AND WELLINGTON. MAIN FORCE BEHIND 
THE CONSULTATION REQUEST WAS THE TREASURY WHICH SHOWED 
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VISIBLE DISAPPOINTMENT ON BEING ADVISED OF OUR 
RELUCTANCE. AS NEW ZEALAND DELEGATION TO ADB MEETING 
WILL BE HEADED BY PRIME MINISTER, ACCOMPANIED BY TOP 
TREASURY OFFICIAL LOUGH, WE WOULD HOPE THAT EVERY EFFORT 
COULD BE MADE TO ARRANGE BILATERAL TALKS AS THE GNZ 
HAS REQUESTED. SELDEN 
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